[Thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura (Moschcowitz syndrome) in a patient with EPH gestosis. The pathophysiologic principle of HELLP syndrome? On the question of the identity of the HELLP syndrome with thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura].
Case history of a patient is reported who developed signs of preeclampsia in 28th week of her first gravidity. Within one day severe haemolysis and diffuse haemorrhage occurred and an emergency section was performed. Subsequently, supported respiration became necessary because of diffuse infiltrations of the lung. Laboratory data then were conclusive for a thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura (Moschcowitz's disease) and therefore the patient was subjected to plasma exchange during seven days: this measure induced rapid and full clinical and laboratory remission. The case history is discussed on the background of the pertinent literature and the special perspective of a pathophysiological identity between the two syndromes: HELLP (haemolysis, elevated liver enzymes, low platelets) and Moschcowitz's disease (thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura); this seems to be of special interest for an adequate therapy by plasma exchange.